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Agenda

ÅIntroduction to ACCESS assessments

ÅPreparing for the 2020-2021 ACCESS administration

VTasks to complete before testing

VTasks to complete during testing

VTasks to complete after testing

VTraining

ÅACCESS support resources
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Coronavirus and RI State Assessment Program

ωAssessment dates and policies may shift to accommodate changes in 
response to Covid-мфΦ

ωRIDE will notify test coordinators of any changes or updates that 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ

ωTest Coordinators may need to adjust some test administration 
protocols in accordance with health and safety protocols released by 
wL59Φ tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ wL59Ωǎ /h±L5-19 / Re-Opening page for 
guidance (www.ride.ri.gov/COVID-19). Please contact us with any 
questions.

ωStudents must take the ACCESS tests in-person. There is no remote 
option for this year's administration.

http://www.ride.ri.gov/COVID-19
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлнл-21 school year?
ωWIDA AMS has a new look with minor changes to the menu structure. Also, be aware that there is 

no longer a Student Status menu in WIDA AMS. Use the Student Status Dashboard to monitor 
online testing progress. 

ωThe brailleformat of ACCESS for ELLs Paper is now at a Tier B/C level instead of a Tier B level. 

ωIncreased focus on test security. 

ωNew resources on the WIDA website: 

o Visit the Preparing for ACCESS Testingpage to review the sample items and guides that help 
you get students ready for testing. 

o Visit the Family Engagementpage for a variety of resources that you can use to help explain 
9[[ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ !//9{{ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎΦ 

o Check out the key resources box in the ACCESS for ELLs training courses in the WIDA Secure 
Portal to find Test Administrator Essentials, a quick-reference, best practices overview of test 
administration.

o Coming soonΥ  ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ ²L5!Ωǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ 
assessments safely during COVID, while ensuring the fidelity of the test administration and 
scores.



ACCESS Suite of Assessments
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ACCESS for ELLs Suite of Assessments

The following assessments are used to satisfy state and federal requirements for the annual 
assessment of the English language proficiency of English language learners (ELLs): 

o ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 (K-12):

ÁKindergarten ACCESS for ELLs, a paper-based assessment for Kindergarten

ÁACCESS for ELLs, an online and paper-based* assessment for Grades 1ς12

o Alternate ACCESS for ELLs, a paper-based assessment for ELLs in Grades 1ς12 who have 
significant cognitive disabilities

*All students in grades 1-12 are expected to take the test on computer unless they have an accommodation that requires paper 

testing or their school has an approved waiver to administer paper tests.
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ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Domains
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Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs

Å Individually administered

ÅCompletely adaptive

Å Includes manipulatives

ÅAll components are scored by the Test Administrator 
(TA) during test administration

Kindergarten - Adaptive



9
©2018 Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System

ACCESS for ELLs Online

ÅGrade Clusters

ÅAdaptive listening and reading test items determine 
placement in speaking and writing

ÅAll test items scored by DRC 

*Note : Kindergarten will remain an interactive, paper -based test. 
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Adaptive Testing Online

Sample path through the ACCESS for ELLs Listening and/or 
Reading
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ACCESS for ELLs Online: 

Student Experience

ÅGraphic-supported items

ÅAudio -supported directions

ÅNarrated and guided introduction by a human voice for each domain test

ÅThematic folders pertaining to a unified theme 

ÅPractice items 

ÅModeled responses for the productive domains

ÅSimple navigation

ÅUncluttered and streamlined interface

ÅEmbedded accessibility features, such as:

o Magnification

o Highlighter

o Writing tools (e.g. cut and paste, copy, underline)
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ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Online: 

Listening Item Layout 
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ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Online:

Reading Item Layout
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ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Online:

Writing Item Layout
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ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Online: 

Writing Domain Considerations

The different test delivery and response modes of the Writing test are 
designed to meet the needs of all learners:

Grade Level Cluster Writing Test Format Writing Response 
Mode

1-3 Paper Handwriting

4-12 Online

Keyboarding default, 
with option to change to 
Handwriting for 
individual students
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ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Online:

Speaking Item Layout



17

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Online: Microphone Check
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Technology requirements for the online test are listed on the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Technology Page

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Online:

Equipment & Technology Requirements

WIDA ðACCESS for ELLs and Screener Headset Specifications

https://www.wida-ams.us/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=430a4b96-a38f-4b2d-9107-e85eb62af30c
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ACCESS Speaking

ωSpeaking Test Guidance
o Guidance has been posted to help teachers and students prepare for the speaking portion of 

the ACCESS tests at www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Manuals

ÁGuidance to Students Prior to Taking the Online Speaking Test

Some Highlights:

ωWIDA recommends testing no more than 3-5 students per test administrator.

ωFor students in all tiers, the Speaking test may be administered individually, or in 
smaller groups of students than mentioned above if needed. 

ωNewcomers and/or students at lower proficiency levels may need to be assessed 
individually, so Test Administrators can provide additional support during the test. 

ωFor new (or shy) students, the test administrator should sit next to the student in an 
individual testing session and ask them to "talk to you" while speaking into the 
microphone. 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Manuals
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Assessment/ACCESS_Guidance-to-Students-Online-Speaking-Test_2019.pdf?ver=2019-11-13-133938-400
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ACCESS for ELLs Paper

ÅGrade Clusters

ÅTiers

ÅGroup administered Listening, Reading and Writing; 

individually administered Speaking

ÅMedia -delivered Listening and Speaking

ÅListening, Reading and Writing are scored by DRC

ÅSpeaking responses are locally scored

*Note : Kindergarten will remain an interactive, paper -based 
test. 
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Tier Placement


